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Dear Prnison Univensity Profect, I May 2020

This i6 a Letten 2o say thank you fon youn most genenous gift. With akl that
{8 godng on in the wonkd Zoday, At is sometimes, the Lifile gestunes Thait make
the biggest Aimpacts. Although 1 am one of the forntunate ones with a good support
system, even agiten close o Iwenty-five yeans, 1 am grateful gor Rkindness’
shown. So thank you again.

Not zo take away §nom your Antended genernosdity, but, 4t musi be noted iZhai
when Zhese gift packets wene passed out the powers ithat be chose Zo do it when
they wene supposed to be nunning oun yards, I am sune that this was not youn
Antent, buit At was what took place. Being that we only get yard Zhree iimes a
week now, you can undenstand why it {4 impontant fon me to brdlng this up 1o you.
The packets, by alf nhyme and reason, could have, and should have been passed
out afien the yards wene ginished being nun out. But, as with anything good that
happens fon the condemned population, the administrnation abways §inds a way Zo
add an opposite gesiune fo the mix. Edlthen way, 1 fust thought ithat you should
know this. Edthen way, it was 8188 a verny well neceived gesture that a Loi of
us ane truly grategul and thankful §ox.

As fon the P.U.P. progham Aiifself, 1 have been attending Feathen River
College's Incarcenated Student Program fon a f{ew yeans now, and with this Lasit
semesten akmost all the way unden my belt, will be getiing my degree. 1 tnuly
feel that education 4is an Ampontant component fon one's rehabilfitation, and 44
an effective parnt of the equation o keep necddivism nates down, Prion Lo my
incancenation, 1 was attending college. So this milesitone is a Longlime coming.
1 wonked hand fon 4%, despite my status as a condemned Linmate. In my opinion,
anything can &1L happen with my sentence and status, and s0, 4§ I am not
being proactive in that process, then 1 am not helping mysedd in any way, shape
on gonm. 1 am of the mind that one needs not do his on hern time destructively. 1
choose 2o do my time as consinuctively as possible. 1% L8 through education that
I have gained new 4insight Anto my own self, and was able to make necessary
changes fon ithe betten.

So, 4n closding, 1 fusi wanted to thank all of you at the Prison Univernsdity
Project, once agadin, and Let you hknow that zhe gesifure you made was weld
neceived. These ane hand, unprecedented iimes That we ane all gacing. And with
that in mind, we alf could Learn ZXo show mone genencsity and kindness to ourn
commundiiies, 4n onden fon us alld to get thrnough this with a betten undensianding
0f what it means o be a communiiy. ALL of you, please stay healthy and safe.

With Besit Regands,

b/,/"' < / .

R. Valdez

P.S. You can share my Letten £if you choose to.



