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Dear MTC students,

Welcome to the Fall 2024 term! It was a
pleasure to see so many students at the
semester supply day.
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Alongside our classes this semester, / { '

we're featuring a lecture series on Mon- . ® ' .')l
days, 3-5pm, which ends December ‘ g : ] \
2. This series featured speakers from a @ ® E

variety of disciplines and backgrounds,
including a NASA physicist, experts in
business and technology, professors of
policy and government, emergency sur-

geons, and more. Keep an eye out for UPCOMlNG COLLEGE EVENTS

lecture announcements and drop by!
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Mount Tamalpais College ®
Graduates of 2024

. . , OPEN MIC
Enjoy the rest of this TamGram, and I'll
see you around campus. (I'll be in Edu- Friday, December 20
cation on Friday mornings this semes- 6-8:00 pm; Location: Chapel B

ter—stop by and say hello!)
Mount Tamalpais College is gearing up for the our annual Open Mic

Amy Jamgochian celebration. It's time for students, staff, and faculty to share their creative
Chief Academic Officer expressions, ideas, and hard work that they have developed in class or on
their own--talent such as poetry, dance, short stories, music, and more.

LECTURE SERIES

Monday, December 2
3-5:00 pm; Location:
Education B-Building

Mount Tamalpais College
launched an engaging guest
lecture Q&A series on a
range of topics that started
on September 23 and will
conclude on December 2.
Come see Professor Nigel
Hatton of UC Merced on
December 2 give a lecture
about the life of James
Baldwin.




ALUMNI SHARE STORIES OF

Mount Tamalpais College held its second annual “Free-
dom Wall” event in early September at San Quentin
Rehabilitation Center. Alumni Timothy Long, John Lam,
and Sumit Lal were the guest speakers, addressing a
room full of students, faculty, and incarcerated alumni
about their college, reentry, and personal life experiences.
Alumni Henok Rufael, Wilbert Frank Jr., and George “Mes-
ro” Coles also spoke at the event, each pointing to the
wall hoping to have their pictures hanging there one day.

The event centers around the Freedom Wall, a wall in the
education’s B-building that features various photos of
alumni who have successfully pursued their educational,
professional, and personal goals.

MTC Alumni Affairs Associate Corey McNeil and alum-
nus Rufael hosted the event. “The interaction between
alumni and current students can bring real-life insights,
emotional support, and foster community, which can
play a vital role in reintegrating into society,” said McNeil.

John shared his journey from serving a life sentence at
San Quentin to becoming a student at UC Berkeley after
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he was released. “One of the most important issues that

| found was common among the people who have come
home was to figure out what to do with our lives now
that we're free,” said Lam. He engaged the crowd by ask-
ing about their college experiences and goals. Returning
to MTC to share his journey was, he said, a deeply person-
al and meaningful experience.
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Similar to Lam’s story, Long and Lal shared how they felt
the odds stacked against them at one point upon re-
turning home from prison. However, they gained perse-




RESILIENCE AT THE FREEDOM WALL

verance and determination to continue striving for their
goals, inspiring other students and faculty in attendance.
“I don't want just to come here and preach to you all,

| want to hear what you have to say,” said Lam as the

crowd enjoyed a Q&A session for the rest of the evening.
“Having spent eight years [while] serving a life sentence
in San Quentin, | know firsthand the importance of ed-
ucation and community in transforming lives. This visit
reaffirmed my belief in the power of choices and chances
and the hope we can always find in moments of despair.”
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MTC STUDENTS' FEEDBACK HELPS SHAPE THE COLLEGE

Hello from MTC's Institutional Effectiveness and Research
team! Below we are sharing some of the college’s current
research initiatives. These projects enable staff to contin-
ually improve the college, make data-informed decisions,
and assess student outcomes.

Over the summer, we assessed one of our college-wide
student learning outcomes: Critical Thinking. One key
finding was that MTC students scored highest on identi-
fying the complexities of a given subject and synthesizing
relevant information to achieve depth of analysis. They
scored lowest on identifying their own and others’ as-
sumptions when making an argument or taking a side on
an issue. Based on the overall assessment results, MTC's
academic team is working to ensure that the curriculum
focuses on critical thinking skills across subject areas.

Our team recently developed a college “factbook” that
includes demographic and participation data on MTC
students, alumni, faculty, staff, and board. For academic
year 2023-24:

* 352 individual students enrolled in at least one MTC
course.

* 403 individual students participated at MTC, either by
enrolling in a course or extracurricular activity or by volun-
teering to assist the college (e.g. as a peer computer lab
assistant, teaching assistant, etc.)

* For courses where students remained enrolled past the
drop deadline, more than 92% were completed (with a
grade of C or higher, or with a P).

*Together, students enrolled in 2023-24 earned 1,224
credits that may be transferred to other colleges.

This data will help MTC make data-informed decisions, tell
the story of the college, and maintain a historical record.

Our team gathers student feedback on classes and in-
structors every semester and works with MTC's academic
and student affairs teams to use that feedback to improve
the college.

If you'd like to hear more or discuss any questions you
might have, please feel free to meet with MTC staff Jen
Juras, Kirsten Pickering, or Astrid Hoover-Batt.

Thank you for your continued participation in shaping the
college!



FALL 2024 OpenLine, Mount Tamalpais College’s literary
journal, is seeking submissions from current and
former students for our OpenLine Anthology issue!
Send us your most polished creative work by
February 10th. We accept
fiction, poetry, creative
nonfiction/personal essays,
interviews/letters, art, and, M.
Ies's.frequently, a;ademlc { } O sent s
writing. Submissions ] l i
must be 3,000 words |
or less (about 6 pages | ~! i
handwritten). Submit work | 4§ # &'} i
to MTC clerks or staff and - W [ [ :
address it to the OpenLine - Fe
Editorial Team.
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